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Diet Study 

• 470 llarbOU' seals 
lei/led~ 1988-

1992 
• S;ampleS ta/<en 

befW98fl May & 
OC1ol>ar 

Potential Predator: 
Harbour Seal 

Findings: 

contained prey remains 

• Herring, cod, po/lock & short­
finned squid - 72% 

• Only anadromous fish found 
were 3 Blueback herring and 1 
salmon 

River Observation Program: 
1998-2000 

• Logbook program started in 1998 for 
personnel at counting fences and 
fishways to document seal, bird and 
land mammal (mink, etc.) predation 

• Not all rivers have seal problems 

• Where problems exist, different 
species of seals may be involved 

Seal Predators: 
• Panel (3 scientists and former provincial 

deputy minister) to report in fall 2000. 

• will assess the available scientific 
information on the diet of seals and the 
impact of seal predation. 

• also advise on whether, and to what extent, 
seal exclusion zones or experimental culls 
would provide protection to local 
populations of fish. 

• DFO working on regulatory amendments 
that would allow the killing of nuisance 
seals where they pose a threat to migrating 
and vulnerable fish stocks or to aquaculture 
facilities. 

Questionnaire - Salmon 
Fishery/ Labrador 1997 

• Interactions all along Labrador coast 
• Harp and grey seals "problem" along 

coast 

• Harbour and ringed seals more 
prevalent in rivers and river estuaries 

Paradise River, Labrador: 
1998-1999 

• Documentation of location and use 
of seal haul-out sites 

• Monitor presence and behavior of 
seals in vicinity of salmon traps 

• Biological sampling: 9 seals shot and 
recovered in 1999 (5 empty stomachs 
and contents of 4 remain to be 
analyzed) 

Campbellton River, Nfld: 
1998-2000 

• Studies in 1998 and 1999 on cod 
consumption; both Rock cod and 
Atlantic cod preying on smelts near 
estuary; Rock cod higher rate 

• Gulls, gannets and loons also 
observed feeding on salmon ; not 
quantified 

• Harp seals (15) observed in 2000 
feeding on adult salmon , incl tagged 
kelt from 1999 
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Gannets, Funk Islands, Nfld. 
• Gannet is largest seabird, can prey 

on post-smolts until mid-October 

• post-smolts 0.3% of gannet Au ust 
diet 1977-89 then 2.8% of diet 1990-
1999 

• gannets consumed about 3% of total 
NA post-smolt biomass in August 
only; other months unknown 

• Funk Islands colony contains 118th of 
region's breeding gannets 

THE FUTURE 

• Workshop on Research Strategies 
(June 12-14) 

• Report of Eminent Panel (Fall 2000) 

• International Cooperation Needed 
- North Atlantic-wide issue 

- Shared approaches most efficient 
- As research results available, further 

discussion on management approaches 

Predator Control Programs: 

• Cormorant program (5 year) ,wnounccd in May in Ontario to 

examine effects on fish and wildlife and sensitive vegetatio,,

1

•,·Dn, - . 
• Includes baseline monitoring, testing of harassment 

techniques and experimental control in spring 2001 

• US Fish and Wildlife undertaking 2-year Environmental 
Impact Study on cormorants to develop National 
Carmararrt Management Strategy 
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