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Aquaculture in 
Ireland 

Maurice Mullen, Department of the 
Marine and Natar.11 Resouf'O!!S 

Dr Ken Whelan, Marine Inslltute 
,,,,,.,.. 

DEPARTMENT OF TltE MARINE AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

■ Corporate govemanc:e of Fisheries Boards, 
Marine Institute and BIM 

■ Setting policy objectives and frameworks for 
fisheries, inducing inland fisheries and 
aquaculture 

■ Liciensing and monitoring aquaa.ilture 
operations 

■ <>verseeing implementation of EU health 
regime 

■ 

STRUCTURES 

■ Deparbnent of the Marine and 
Natural Resources 

■ Fisheries Boards 
■ Marine Institute 
■ Bord Iascalgh Mhara (BIM) and 

Udaras na Gaeltachta 

■ 

PRESENTATION FORMAT 

■ 1. FRAMEWORK 

• 
■ 2. TECHNICAL A$ESSMENT 

• 
■ 3.POTENTIALIMPACTS 

• 
■ 4. FUTURE STRATEGY 

• 
• 
• • 

Salmon Aquaculture in 
Ireland 

FISHERIES BOARDS 

a 
■ 7 R.egianlll FlslNlriM Boards (Rflll) ~•Ille tor 
~alld c1ev..-1t atftsheria lloanls mainly 
pubic funded 

■ Central Board provides speclaHst5e- and co-onll­
RF9s 

. _____ ...,. ____ _ 
wwwll i4Ziilla(, IDmJ .. t; .___.........,. ...... 

• 
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AQUACULTURE UCENCE 
APPEALS BOARD 

■ AquacuNure IJcmm Appals ao.'11 (AI.AB): 
■ Independent/ Chaired by a Senior~ 
■ HemberS •~ nvm nominating llodles, including: 

Aquacultuni 
WIid 11s11er1a 
Phyllcal planning / developm­
Envi-and amenill■s 
Community 

■ Renews applcatians ~de--
■ Rlgllts and proce11.._ set out in Act 

Divisional Structure 

Salmon Management Services 

, __ 
I 

I 

.___- __ ...J __ .. _"=-_-_ _ rt= II~-----~ 

EIS 
■ DS .. ___ 100-

• Add..--■ .. of: locdia■.di---,sile~ 
aari■e~t--.biolam: 

• Fltll del■illolp,,dllCDlla .,...,....,..,.po-..i impKU 

• Delailod cleicriplio■ o1.,....-~ ■cliviliel 
. ll■■moe----c ..,._ o■t ia sapport olta ......... 
• List oli■ciridals,--tioao --ital - -­

niled 
• All)' dillla,ltie, ia die ampl«ian or the EIS mut be 

,_u,L 

" 

Management Team 

llCWlD 
<:1Fl1£ 

i IIARIIE INS11ll/TE 

CHEF EJ(ECUT!VE 
:D,-P-8.-

14 

Aquacaltare Moaitorin& 
In Fnksd 

- .&. ..... , , ... ..l!Jt• a_,.- ,,,_:: .. ;<, :::s:,•,i 
- • ,-., ,-,- • , 4 # ., ~ ., 

,,--
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Programme Agency/ Personnel Annual Cost 
Institution (Year2000) --.. -- 5 £200,000 

BailhicMooitonng -- I f 40,000 
J'.nsinocringSuveys Dq,a1meDt of Mamo 6 £ 12,000 
Fim Heallb Momlcring -- 5 £25-0,000 
Resim,cT<Sing -- 6 £210,000 
WddSalmoal ~ -- 12 £180,000 

Tolll 11192,ogg - 16 

MONITORING PROTOCOLS 

■ 1. Benthic 
■ 2. Water Quality 
■ 3. Sea Lice 
■ 4 . Fallowing 
■ 5. Visual Amenity 

,. 
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Effective Fallowing 

■ Separation between generations 
■ Appropriate fallow period 
■ lMonth 

■ Synchronous fallowing of sites 
■ adjacent sites falow at same time 
■ 58M agieement 

■ 

........ 

ESCAPEES 

■ Ireland - large number of small salmon 
■ Moy - 120,000 c~ 40,000 to 50,000 

spawners 
■ Salmon tag recovery programme - 48% 

catch 
■ overall 1 % or less of catch - 2t - 2.St 
■ Strong cages, function of location -

exposed west coast 

■ 

SEA TROUT (c:ont.) 

■ Major sea trout review completed 
■ Management protocols, recovery targets 
■ Focused research & monitoring programme 
■ CLAMS type Initiative - commit to 

conservation and rehabilitation of wild 
salmonid stocks 

33 
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Strengths of Approach 

■ 
■ Very effective in breaking cycle of 

infection 
■ Implementation is well advanced 
■ No extra production sites required 
■ fallowing or smolt sites only required 

SEA TROUT 

• _____ ..,,..ltllt. poad,lng 

■ Collapa 1919 111111-wat 
• llnlad range al .-di - ...,,.,,.-, pnlllation,, 

cl--, physiology and se■ llce 
■ 1-.siYe researdl: d"'-, phy,dology, envlnlnme1t, sea lice 
■ Moat 1.-.ed: hal centred on sa llca ~ • difflcult 
■ Now evidence Nanny, Sallland, Iniland, high or IOw juvMlle 

lice numbers nar farms, high cllalmus levels alwap recorded 

--· Contribution l'ram farms complex - variatlle 
■ SCJme fisheries stocb vey low, atnen some evtdence al _,., 
■ 5m lnlut T-Fon:e (1995) • all pao1las lnvolwed 
■ F-adjacent ID wild Almonid ftslleries, managed CID a 

pn,cautlonary llasls 

L 

FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

■ Strategic study ID be published - 8th June 
■ Need to expand the industry: 

achieve aitlc:31 mass 
support coastal jobs 

sustainable / quality / innovation 
priority- wild salmonids 

l4 

develop real cooperative nprom-.,.,ces-se-s 

,. 
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INTEGRATED RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT 

■ Co-ordinated Local .Aquaallture 
Management Systems (CLAMS) 

■ Nationally driven / locally implemented 
■ CLAMS developed from SBM - half way 

house 
■ Integration with new CZM 

arrangements: 
CLAMS 

Inshore Fisheries Management 
<DOW> 37 

• 
• 

CROSS BODY REPRESENTATION 

■ National Salmon Commission 
• Fisheries Boards 
■ Aquaculture Licene2 Advisory Committee 
■ .Aquaa.ilture Licence Appeals Board 
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