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St Pierre and Miquelon Salmon Fishery 
 

 

 

1. For a number of years the Council has requested, from France (in respect of St Pierre 

and Miquelon) information on the regulatory framework for managing the fishery, 

details of the licences issued and catches, and progress in implementing the sampling 

programme for the fishery that comprises biometric, genetic and pathology components.  

Last year the French authorities had indicated that they have continued to pursue the 

commitment made with regard to gathering scientific information on salmon stocks at 

St Pierre and Miquelon and with regard to management and conservation efforts.  

Furthermore, they indicated that it is the intention to introduce a procedure with a view 

to reducing the number of permits granted and hence reduce progressively the catches 

made on fragile North American stocks. 

 

2. Last year the Council noted that while the number of licences issued in 2006 had 

declined the catch at St Pierre and Miquelon, while low, had increased compared to 

2005 and was the highest in the period 1998-2006.  The North American Commission 

had proposed to the Council that it would be beneficial if France (in respect of St Pierre 

and Miquelon) became a Party to the NASCO Convention and the President of NASCO 

was, therefore, authorised to invite France (in respect of St Pierre and Miquelon) to 

accede to the Convention.  Accordingly the President wrote to The Director for Fishing 

and Agriculture on 18 January 2008 (Annex 1) and a follow-up letter was sent on 9 

April 2008 (Annex 2).  France (in respect of St Pierre and Miquelon) was also invited to 

attend the Twenty-Fifth Annual Meeting as an observer.  As in previous years, 

information on the fishery has again been requested from the French authorities. To 

date we have not received a response to any of our correspondence. 

 

3. The Council is asked to consider what further steps it wishes to take in relation to 

cooperation with France (in respect of St Pierre and Miquelon). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary 

Edinburgh 

12 May 2008 
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