WEST GREENLAND COMMISSION

WGC(06)4

The 2005 Fishery at West Greenland
(tabled by Denmark (in respect of the Faroe Islands and Greenland))

WGC(06)4
The 2005 Fishery at West Greenland
(tabled by Denmark (in respect of Faroe Islands and Greenland))
At the Annual Meeting of NASCO in June 2005, the West Greenland Commission agreed to restrict
the catch of Atlantic salmon at West Greenland to that amount used for internal subsistence
consumption in Greenland. Furthermore, no commercial export of salmon was allowed.
In accordance with the Regulatory Measure adopted by the West Greenland Commission, the
Greenland Home Rule Government decided to set the national quota for commercial landings of
Atlantic Salmon to fishing plants to zero tonnes, and prohibited any export of salmon from
Greenland in 2005. Only a subsistence fishery was allowed, that is fishery for private consumption,
and fishery with the aim of supplying local open air markets, hotels, hospitals and restaurants. The
latter was only allowed for professional fishermen with licences.
In 2005, the fishery was opened at the beginning of August and closed at the end of October.
During this period a total catch of 13.78 tonnes of salmon was reported to the Greenland Fishery
Licence Control (GFLK). Of this, 7.13 tonnes were reported by licensed fishermen, as sold at local
open air markets or to local institutions etc and 6.65 tonnes were reported as used for private
consumption. Greenland Home Rule Government is aware of unreported catches.
The fishery is regulated in the Greenland Home Rule Executive Order No 21 of August 10 2002 on
Salmon Fishery. The executive order distinguishes between 1) commercial fishery for Atlantic
salmon to be landed at fish plants, 2) subsistence fishery by residents of Greenland, and 3) rod
fishery by tourists/non-residents.
All fishermen who wish to sell Atlantic Salmon must hold a licence issued by the Department of
Fisheries, Hunting and Agriculture. All catches of Atlantic salmon must be reported to GFLK.
In 2005 a total of 185 licenses have been issued. The total utilization of licenses amounted to 15,68
% according to GFLK. The catches were either sold at local open air markets or to local institutions,
hotels etc, or kept for private consumption.
The wildlife and fisheries officers of GFLK make random checks at local markets in towns and
settlements along the west coast of Greenland, and in hotels, restaurants, shops etc. in order to
compare purchase of salmon with reported catches. In 2005, the wildlife and fisheries officers once
again have put a lot of effort into handing out reporting forms to all fishermen whom they have
observed fishing for salmon, and informing them that all catches must be reported to GFLK.
The Greenland Home Rule Government is aware of the amount of unreported catch of salmon and
considers new restrictions that can motivate people to report their catch of salmon. The Department
of Fisheries, Hunting and Agriculture have during 2005/2006 reminded fishermen of the importance
of reporting catches of salmon for the future conservation of Salmon.

