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Ireland’s Salmon Stocks 

IIa

XII

XIVb

IVa

IVb

VIaVIb

IIIa

Vb1

IVc

VIIk VIId

VIIa

VIIId

VIIj

VIIc

IIIc

VIIe

VIIIa

VIIb

VIIg

VIIh

VIIf

Vb2

IIIb

Va IIa

MSW 

1 SW 



•  Rod Catch 

•  Counter Data 

• Juvenile Index 

Scientific Science Advice 
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Salmon Management 

•  MSW and 1 SW surplus per catchment 

•  Juvenile index 

•  Recommendations on status Open/Closed/CR 

Independent 

Scientific Advice 

IFI Salmon Mgt 
•  Open Rivers MSW and 1 SW surplus per catchment 

•  C&R Rivers/Brown Tag Rivers 

•  Licence pricing recommendations  

DCCAE 
•  Draft Primary Legislation 

•  Start 30 public consultation 

IFI Licences 

Available 

•  On-line & Paper licences, tags available 

•  Season and River information available 
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Salmon & Sea Trout Legislation 

blue tag? 

brown tag?  

closed? 



•  

Salmon Management 2008 

• 53 rivers open with surplus for exploitation 

 

• 13 rivers with MSW surplus. 

 

• 25 Closed.   

 

• 20 C&R  

 

• 70 small rivers where the average rod catch 

has been less than 10 salmon annually since 

2001. No harvest.  

2018:   Open 42, C&R 36 & 65 Closed 



• Season (Jan to Sept) 

•Variations   

• Total 10 tags per angler  

• 11th May (only 3 fish) 

• 12th May – 31st Aug Max (3 per day) 

• September (max 1 per day) 

• Brown Tags 

• Compulsory catch reporting 

• Protection (Irish history) 
 

 

 

Salmon & Sea Trout Licence 

Salmon Licence Fees (2017) 

All Districts (i.e. all Regions) Annual: €100  

Juvenile (under the age of 18 years) All Districts Annual: €10  

One District, Annual: €56 

All districts, 21 Days: €40 

All districts, 1 Day: €20 

Foyle Area Extension: €80 

Special local licence: €24 



Salmon & Sea Trout Licence 



Advantages for Management 

• retained non tagged wild salmon are illegal fish  

• enforcement 

• differentiate between farmed and wild salmon (restaurants and sales) 

• enables management of surplus by catchment and above CL (Brown Tag) 

• enables management & traceability of sales of commercial fish 

• enables annual salmon advice, predictive modelling and annual mgt measures  

• reporting compulsory – provides detailed statistics to sport management 

• enables conservation efforts to be focused on catchments below CL 

• no mixed stock fisheries on stocks above CL – increased pressure 

 
 

 

 



Dynamic Salmon Management 

  2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Commercial catch 8,872 8,903 6,757 14,159 11,973 10,319 14,125 9,570 7,691 

Angling harvest 19,430 22,215 17,521 22,336 20,306 22,287 18,178 11,313 15,734 

Angling C&R 15,113 13,563 11,422 15,142 12,688 11,891 10,682 6,537 9,383 

% of angling that 
is C&R 

43.8 37.9 39.5 40.4 38.5 34.8 37 36.6 37.4 
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Other data sources – counters programme 
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