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1. Has any monitoring of pink salmon been conducted between 2017-2023?

2. Are there any management decisions for pink salmon?

3. Have any management actions been taken for pink salmon?

4. Are there any prevention strategies to stop further introductions?

5. Has there been any awareness/ educational work?

Questions asked to each country



Responses

Most had some sort of monitoring

Roughly half had taken some type of management 

action or decision 

Few had implemented prevention strategies against 

further introductions 

Most had actions to create and increase awareness

Photo: Iwan Jones

Photo: Duncan Philpott

Photo: Duncan Philpott



Catch reports

Location of first pink salmon report in the Faroe Islands 

2019, Kaldbaksfjørður

Angler catch – river 

Göta Älv, Sweden

Monitoring

A counting fence - Saint Fond River, Quebec, Canada 

Pink salmon catch – River Weser, Germany

Photo: 

Marko Freese

Photo: Kirstin Eliasen

Photo: Julien April



River Langá, Iceland 

Fish counters - camera systems

River Ätran, Sweden 



Use of nets to catch smolts

Pink salmon smolts
Nets in the River Botnsá, Iceland 

Photo: Guðni Guðbergsson
Photo: Håvard Vistnes



Environmental DNA (eDNA)

Collecting and filtering river water 



eDNA example: UK (Scotland)

Courtesy of Colin Bean



eDNA example: UK (Scotland)

Courtesy of Colin Bean



eDNA example: UK (Scotland)

Courtesy of Colin Bean



Management



Management

Example from Finland



Ban on Atlantic salmon fishing in 2021-2023, fishing for other species allowed

Finnish side of the River Teno 2023: projects for targeted pink salmon fishing
based on:

1. R&D project Natural Resources Institute Finland: developing specific fishing
methods (seine and drift net) based on traditional knowledge of Sámi

2. Special permit from the regional fishery authority - 13 fishers/groups applied

Photo: H. 

Blom

Photo: 

M.Kytökorpi

Photos: H. Blom, M. Kytökorpi, JP. Pohjola Courtesy of Tapio Hakaste

Removal pink salmon fishery in the river Teno/Tana, Finland



Local removal projects should benefit the community

• Revival of Sámi fishing culture, transfer of know-how

• Catch for human consumption? Are fish still in good condition?

• Commercial use? First local tentative marketing efforts in 2023

• Norwegian plans to continue barrier operation in the lower river:             
are there fishing opportunities for pink salmon in Finland in the
future?

Photos: V.Länsman, S.Lukkari

Courtesy of Tapio Hakaste

Removal pink salmon fishery in the river Teno/Tana, Finland



Awareness & educational work



Awareness & educational work



Research projects & International collaborations



The invasive pink salmon: distribution, 
reproductive potential and biodiversity 
threats in Sweden 

Main aims:

1. Undercover the distribution in Sweden

2. Determine reproductive success

3. Increase public awareness
Photo: Eva Thorstad

A Swedish Research Council FORMAS funded project 2023-24

PI: Tom Staveley & Ida A Bergendahl, SLU Aqua



Establishing the extent of the pink salmon invasion of the Arctic 
John Iwan Jones1, Jaakko Erkinaro2, Karl Øystein Gjelland3, Guðni Guðbergsson4, Rasmus Lauridsen5, Rasmus 

Nygaard6, Michał Edward Skóra1

1Queen Mary University of London, UK.  2Natural Resources Institute Finland. 3Norwegian Institute 

for Nature Research. 4Marine and Freshwater Research Institute, Hafnarfjordur, Iceland. 5Six Rivers 
Foundation, Iceland. 6Greenland Institute of Natural Resources.

Objectives

1. To determine the extent of successful recruitment of 

non-native pink salmon in the Arctic region (including 

new locations in Svalbard, Northeast Iceland and 
Greenland).

2. To determine the extent of freshwater feeding of pink 
salmon juveniles using stable isotope analysis.

Funded by British Antarctic Survey Arctic Council Engagement Scheme

Working with the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna Working Group

Courtesy of Iwan Jones



Research projects & International collaborations

Establishing the extent of the pink salmon invasion of the Arctic (UK led)

Pink salmon in Sweden (Sweden led)

EU NASCO PINKTrack (Ireland led)

PinkSIES - Pink Salmon Invasion of the North Atlantic: Evaluation of Stable Isotopes 

as a method to detect potential impacts (UK led)

Nordic pink salmon strategies and management (Sweden led)

NASCO pink salmon working group

Others…



Many thanks to:
Tim Sheehan (USA), Julien April (Canada), Rasmus Nygaard (Greenland), Hlynur Bárðarson (Iceland), Kirstin Eliasen 

& Jan Arge Jacobsen (Faroe Islands) Michael Millane (Ireland), Colin Bean & Iwan Jones (UK), Niels Jepsen 

(Denmark), Jaakko Erkinaro & Tapio Hakaste (Finland), Marko Freese (Germany), Laurent Beaulaton (France), 

Jacco van Rijssel (Netherlands), Pedro R. Almeida, Carlos M. Alexandre & Sara Silva (Portugal)

River Suseån, Sweden (photo: Duncan Philpott)



Thank you for your attention

Tom Staveley

Researcher

Institute of Freshwater Research, Stockholm

Department of Aquatic Resources (SLU Aqua)

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

tom.staveley@slu.se

www.slu.se/pink-salmon Institute of Freshwater Research

mailto:tom.staveley@slu.se
http://www.slu.se/pink-salmon
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