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New Habitat Guidance Directed at Stopping the Decline of Wild Salmon 

The wild Atlantic salmon’s life cycle takes it into habitats in freshwater and estuaries, both 

habitats that have been greatly affected by many human activities, and much historic habitat 

has been lost or degraded. NASCO’s objectives are to conserve, restore and enhance salmon 

populations, which can only be achieved if the species’ habitat is protected and, where damaged 

or deteriorated, restored or improved. As wild Atlantic salmon populations come under 

increasing conservation pressure, NASCO experts have met to produce Guidelines for the 

Protection, Restoration and Improvement of Atlantic Salmon Habitat.  

These guidelines offer holistic support for ‘Projects’ designed to restore and improve salmon 

habitat, from early planning through final implementation and evaluation.  

The Chair of the NASCO working group, who developed the guidance, Mr. Stephen Gephard 

(USA) said: ‘Countries through their engagement with NASCO have identified the need for 

urgent actions to address the decline of salmon populations. This guidance document will 

support the protection and, where damaged, the restoration of wild salmon habitats in our 

freshwater environments and on their migrations through our coastal areas. Governments, 

Indigenous Peoples, non-governmental organizations and other stakeholders are investing large 

sums to address habitat protection and deficiency; this guidance will support the effectiveness, 

efficiency and success of this work and the salmon populations they are attempting to conserve 

and protect’. 

The status of this iconic, keystone species in more than 2,000 rivers across the North Atlantic 

can be seen in the NASCO Wild Atlantic Salmon Atlas, an interactive, online map.  

More than 15 governments within NASCO have produced individual Conservation 

Commitments outlining the actions they are taking to address the threats to wild Atlantic 

salmon, available here. 

Climate change, barriers to migration, predation, pollution and impacts of aquaculture have 

been identified as among the most significant pressures on wild Atlantic salmon across the 

North Atlantic. Individual countries undertook national stressor analyses in 2025 to identify 

the main threats to their wild Atlantic salmon populations (available here).  

The Forty Fourth Annual Meeting of NASCO will be held in Norway in June 2027. 

Notes for Editors: 

1. NASCO is an inter-governmental organization formed by a treaty in 1983 and is based in 

Edinburgh, Scotland. It is the only inter-governmental organization with regulatory 

competency for wild Atlantic salmon fisheries and it is the pre-eminent convener of the 

wild Atlantic salmon community throughout the North Atlantic Ocean, including 

governments, Indigenous Peoples, the non-governmental organizations, fishers, 

environmental organizations and other relevant actors. 

https://arcg.is/1virq80
https://airtable.com/app5Y9XZpEM2gn2Bx/shrEmZuWi4n2Men48/tblKm2YQJJAc7BOwt?viewControls=on
https://nasco.int/conservation/fourth-reporting-cycle/


 

2. The Parties to the Convention are: Canada, Denmark (in respect of the Faroe Islands and 

Greenland), the European Union, Iceland, Norway, the Russian Federation, the United 

Kingdom and the United States. There are 40 non-governmental and five Indigenous 

Peoples’ representatives and institutions accredited to the Organization as observers: 

NASCO Observers - NASCO. 

3. The 2026 Annual Meeting was convened in a hybrid format, with 82 participants joining 

in- person and 35 joining remotely. The participants included government officials, 

scientists, policymakers, representatives of intergovernmental organizations, non-

governmental organizations, and Indigenous Peoples’ representatives and institutions who 

met to discuss the status of wild Atlantic salmon and to consider management issues. 

4. The Future of NASCO – a Ten-Year Strategy can be found on NASCO’s website, it 

includes: 

NASCO’s Vision. The decline of wild Atlantic salmon has reversed and populations are 

recovering to healthy and resilient levels across their range. 

NASCO’s Mission. NASCO will support and promote urgent and transformative actions 

directed at the protection, conservation and restoration of wild Atlantic salmon throughout 

the species’ range. 

NASCO’s Strategic Goal. Within the next 10 years, NASCO’s goal is to prioritise and 

drive actions necessary to slow the decline of wild Atlantic salmon populations and 

demonstrate that restoration is possible. 

Website 

North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organization - NASCO 

Images 

High res versions of images can be found here: 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ruobctas9msy4b1jfgn58/AAKMF-

FrJPuTkLoA66YWdms?rlkey=vblvwkm0whqp8r9aw4du9kh3c&st=w53fxjp8&dl=0  

Contact 

For further information contact: Dr Cathal Gallagher, Secretary NASCO  

Email: hq@nasco.int  

   
 

 Atlantic salmon river habitat, 

Portugal (i) © Sara Silva 

Atlantic salmon river habitat, 

Portugal (ii) © Sara Silva 

https://nasco.int/about/nasco-observers/
https://nasco.int/about/the-future-of-nasco-a-ten-year-strategy/
https://nasco.int/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ruobctas9msy4b1jfgn58/AAKMF-FrJPuTkLoA66YWdms?rlkey=vblvwkm0whqp8r9aw4du9kh3c&st=w53fxjp8&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ruobctas9msy4b1jfgn58/AAKMF-FrJPuTkLoA66YWdms?rlkey=vblvwkm0whqp8r9aw4du9kh3c&st=w53fxjp8&dl=0
mailto:hq@nasco.int


 

   
 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

Atlantic salmon river habitat, 

Portugal (iii) © Sara Silva 

Atlantic salmon river habitat, 

Portugal (iv) © Sara Silva 

Atlantic salmon © Laurie 

Campbell 
Atlantic salmon © A.Mertini 

Atlantic salmon river habitat, 

Norway © NASCO 

Atlantic salmon upstream in 

River Teno © Pekka Tuuri 

Leaping Atlantic salmon © 

Missing Salmon Alliance 

Atlantic salmon river habitat, 

Canada © Alan Walker 
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