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Key Messages

North Atlantic salmon advice sheets are now formatted consistently with 

other ICES advice 

Further improvements in communication and data outputs can be made in 

the coming years

ICES advice sheets are "living products" that strive for stability and 

consistency across stocks, but evolve according to needs

ICES welcomes further discussion with NASCO to continue making 

improvements



Agenda

01 Background

02 Overview of revisions

03 Advice sheet structure

04 ICES terminology

05 Feedback for further refinement



Background: ICES Advice

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.22116890

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.22116890


Background: ICES Advice

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.24866088

Full ICES network produces

• Expert Group: WGNAS
o Basis for advice

o First draft

• ADG
o Review and finalize draft

• ACOM
o Responsible for all advice

o Reviews and approves

• Secretariat manages

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.24866088


Background: NASCO Request

• In 2022, NASCO's Council discussed the ICES advice format, and 
requested that ICES investigate a more streamlined approach for 
presenting the ICES Advice

• In 2024, Council requested simplified fisheries advice by 2025

• In 2025, Council requested that 2026 advice in the three 
regional areas be provided in the 'simplified fisheries advice' 
format presented at the 2025 meeting

• In 2025-2026, a subgroup developed a new advice format



Overview of Revisions

Goals

• Simplified advice sheets aligned 
with ICES format

• Consistent information across 
stand-alone sheets for each region

Participants

• ICES Secretariat and ACOM Vice 
Chair(s)

• NASCO representatives

• WGNAS Chair and Experts



Overview of Revisions

• Advice formatting subgroup 
met Oct. 2025-Jan. 2026

• Four sheets revised
oNorth American Commission 

area (NAC)

oWest Greenland Commission 
area (WGC)

oNorth-east Atlantic 
Commission area (NEAC)

oEntire NASCO area (OTH)



Overview of Revisions

• General reduction in pages of text / figures from 2025 to 2026

• Increase in total pages due to inclusion of standard ICES tables

Advice
2025 Total 

Pages

2025 Text 

and Figure 

Pages

2025 Table 

Pages

2026 Total 

Pages

2026 Text 

and Figure 

Pages

2026 Table 

Pages

sal.2127.oth 34 17 17 20 15 5

sal.21.nac 22 21 1 36 19 17

sal.27.neac 20 17 3 28 16 12

sal.21.wgc 19 13 6 23 13 10

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.31026001
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.31026013
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.31026064
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.31026052


Advice Sheet Structure

• ICES advice on fishing 
opportunities ("Headline")

• ICES non-fisheries 
conservation considerations  

• Stock development over time 

• Conservation status  

• Catch scenarios

• Basis of the advice

• Quality of the assessment

• Issues relevant for the advice

• Reference points

• Basis of the assessment 

• History of the advice, catch, 
and management (tables)

• History of the catches (tables)

• Summary of the assessment 
(tables)

• Sources and references



ICES Terminology

Catch: fishery removals in weight—landings plus dead discards stockwide

Fishing mortality: rate of death due to fishing relative to the total death 

rate over a short amount of time 

Recruitment: number of young (~age 1) fish entering the population

Spawning stock biomass: total weight of all sexually mature fish stockwide

https://www.ices.dk/community/documents/advice/acronyms_and_terminology.pdf


ICES Terminology for Salmon

Catch: fishery removals in tonnes, AND Fisheries Losses: numbers caught in 

sea fisheries

Fishing mortality: Exploitation rate—proportion of returning salmon 

captured in fisheries

Recruitment: number of post smolts at sea

Spawning stock biomass: number of mature fish returning to rivers AND 

number of eggs in the spawners that escaped fisheries



Clarity vs. Biological Complexity

• Salmon life history requires more complex presentation than 
typical ICES stocks

• Salmon terminology and reference points retained

• Many more plots per advice sheet than ICES standard

• Multiple stock size and recruitment indicators

• Risk of overwhelming readers vs. risk of oversimplification



Quality of the assessment

Most ICES stocks show how our 
perception of the stock has changed 
in the most recent assessment 
compared to previous assessments.

The new Atlantic salmon advice 
sheets show how the past forecasts 
compare to the current perception.



Feedback Requested

Scope and level of detail?

Section 1.5 in the overview  (New threats 

to, or opportunities for, Atlantic salmon 

conservation and management) 

Conservation aspects in all three regional 

advice sheets

Stock development over time in all three 

regional advice sheets

Which metrics and figures best 

inform NASCO on stock trends?



Feedback Requested

Clarifying which items requested for the ‘North Atlantic salmon (Salmo 

salar) stocks’ are requests for information, and which are advice.

Plots of historic forecast versus realised abundance are presented as 

indicators of quality of the assessments; is the metric clear?

ICES is open to considering further changes that NASCO requires
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