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Statement of the Council 
Regarding Pink Salmon in the 

NASCO Convention Area

CNL(22)47

• Pink salmon is an introduced species 

• Introductions to northwest Russia led to establishment 
of self-sustaining, odd-year populations 

• 2017: Catches at previously unrecorded levels reported 
in various countries 

• 2019-2021: Increased spread and abundance

The Council urges each Party to : 

• Co-operate to minimise adverse effects of pink salmon on 
Atlantic salmon

• Initiate corrective measures, without delay, when significant 
adverse effects on Atlantic salmon stocks are identified

• Encourage research and data collection in relation to pink 
salmon 
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Update on the status of pink salmon across the convention area



Russian Federation
2025

81.7 t pink salmon caught in the European North of Russia:

White Sea coastal 47.5 t and rivers 28.9 t

Barents Sea rivers 5.3 t

80% lower than average catch the previous 5 odd years

Difficult to forecast the spawning run: 
Supported by one year-class where abundance is highly 
influenced by various environmental factors - which considerably 
raises the risks for commercial fisheries

Presented by Sergey Prusov

Rivers Coastal



Update on the status of pink salmon across the convention area



Norway
Presented by Eirik Frøiland

I N C R E A S E D  A BU N DA N C E  A N D  L A R G E R  A R E A  W I T H  H I G H  A BU N DA N C E

12 000 
pink 

salmon
25 000 

pink 
salmon

208 000 
pink 

salmon

580 000 
pink 

salmon
324 000 

pink 
salmon

2023 to 2025: 

Decrease in 
northeast towards 

Russia (Region 1-3)

Increase in           
Region 4-6 2023: 249 500 pink salmon removed

2025: 161 000 pink salmon removed

Large-scale removal program
More than 100 rivers with targeted removals



Update on the status of pink salmon across the convention area



Finland

Sonar counts
2019: 4600 pink salmon
2021: 52 000 pink salmon
2023: 180 000 pink salmon                  

+ 7700 in downstream trap
2025: 70 000 pink salmon                     

+ 29 000 in downstream trap

Large River Teno/Tana
Norway-Finland border river                                   
with severly declining Atlantic salmon

Presented by Jaakko Erkinaro



Update on the status of pink salmon across the convention area



Iceland
Presented by Hlynur Bárðarson

2025: 
+ 400-600 pink 
salmon seen during 
snorkeling in one 
river

2017-2023: Increase in both SW and NE

2023-2025: Increase in SW and decrease in NE

More than 2000 pink salmon recorded since 2017

Evidence of succesful 
recruitment through 

catch of pink salmon 
smolts



Update on the status of pink salmon across the convention area



Sweden
Presented by Tom Staveley

Pink salmon recorded or detected in 16 of the 24 Atlantic 
salmon rivers on the west coast since 2017



Update on the status of pink salmon across the convention area



Presented by Colin Bean

2025

United Kingdom

eDNA no pink salmon

~ 650 pink salmon recorded since 2017



Update on the status of pink salmon across the convention area



Ireland
Presented by Michael Millane 

2017 2019 2021 20252023

94 pink salmon recorded since 2017



Update on the status of pink salmon across the convention area



Canada

25 pink salmon  recorded in 
Eastern Canada since 2017

Currently no indications of 
reproduction

Presented by Julien April 

2025: eDNA samples in 
53 Quebec rivers: one 
positive for pink salmon 

Results from Newfoundland and 
Labrador not available before 
meeting



Update on the status of pink salmon across the convention area

None recorded in USA, 
as noted by Tim Sheehan



Monitoring Pink Salmon

• NASCO has not requested pink salmon 
data from ICES, so there is currently no 
standardized collection of these data, 
highlighting the need to archive existing 
records and make them available

• Information could be requested from all 
of NASCO’s Parties / jurisdictions, not just 
those that are members of the Group



Presentation by Steinar Pedersen (IPRIs) on the 
Indigenous perspective 

He noted the long-standing cultural importance 
of salmon fisheries to Indigenous and local 
communities in the Tana River region, with 
traditions spanning thousands of years in Sami 
and other cultures

He also noted the importance of Indigenous input 
and consideration of Indigenous rights principles 
to decision-making 



Identification of Corrective 
Measures to Prevent 
Significant Adverse Effects

• Understanding the impacts of 
pink salmon is essential to 
inform decisions on corrective 
measures - there is a range of 
corrective measures available, 
but the threshold for when to 
implement them is not well 
understood



Consideration of Knowledge 
Gaps to Understand the Potential 
Impacts of Pink Salmon

• NASCO’s research board 
includes pink salmon among 
five top research priorities

• We provided short paper to 
the research board on 
knowledge gaps

• Knowledge is nneded on 
impact of pink salmon 
during all life stages, on 
corrective measures, and on 
methodologies related to 
pink salmon



Photo: Malin S. Høstmark, County Governor of Troms and Finnmark 
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