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WGC(26)11 

Terms of Reference for the Working Group on the Future West Greenland 

Sampling Programme (WGFWGSP) 

 
Taking into consideration points raised in the Inter-Sessional Meeting of the WGC in Nuuk (3-

4 March, WGC(26)05) and the Forty-Third Annual Meeting of the West Greenland 

Commission (2-5 June, WGC(26)XX), that a new co-ordinator of the programme would be 

required in the next 1-2 years, and the desire for a consideration of the relevance of the program 

and how it could go forward, the Working Group on the Future West Greenland Sampling 

Programme is tasked to review, consider and report on: 

Review of current programme 

a. Description of current programme and summary of benefits supporting the delivery of the 

NASCO objectives 

b. Resourcing arrangements for current sampling programme. 

Requirements/outcomes for future programme 

c. Sampling programme requirements for supporting the stock assessment and catch advice, 

in support of NASCO’s Strategic Goal, including identifying the minimum requirement. 

d. Options for the sampling programme to support delivery of the NASCO objectives beyond 

stock assessment and catch advice, for contributing to wider understanding of the salmon 

marine ecosystem.  

Design & resourcing of future programme 

e. The proposed frequency and spatial distribution of sampling, to achieve the 

‘Requirements/outcomes for future programme’, balancing data requirements with 

resource costs and relative risks, including identifying a ‘minimum viable programme’. 

f. The proposed processes (co-ordination, logistics and genetic analysis), as potentially 

informed by Indigenous knowledge, for sample collection (e.g. continue as is, reduce 

international presence, increase participation of local samplers, and what to sample, where 

and when) and processing of samples with estimates of resource requirements. 

g. Consideration of equitable resource expenditure among contributing parties  

h. Additional processes to provide added value to the programme 

The Working Group should be comprised of representatives from each Member of the West 

Greenland Commission, including a representative from NASCO’s accredited NGOs and 

IPRIs. Additional participants can be invited to contribute to the activities of the Working 

Group. 

A Chair will be appointed from within the Working Group members. The Chair will work with 

the Secretariat to determine the frequency, timing and duration of the Working Group. 

The Working Group plans to present the report of its activities and its recommendations for the 

consideration of the West Greenland Commission at its Annual Meeting in June 2027. 

 


